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In response to the Office Action Restriction Requirement of April 21, 2004, having a 
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As Applicant is not aware of any prior art which would anticipate or render obvious 
the claims of the present invention, early allowance is respectfully requested. 

Applicant further notes that, based on the Examiner's finding of three patentably 
distinct species of the retainer assembly, the Examiner may be confused as to what exactly the 
retainer assembly of the invention as claimed actually is. Therefore, Applicant has provided 
herewith on page 3 of this Response a version of claim 1 with the elements thereof identified 
by reference numeral for clarification as to what is the retainer assembly of the invention. 
Applicant states that the button/spring assemblies 96, 106, which are best illustrated in 
FIGURES 6 and 7, are not the retainer assembly of the invention. Applicant further states 
that the retractable pin members 114, 1 14a, which are best illustrated in FIGURES 9, 10, 11 
and 16, are not the retainer assembly of the invention. 

If the Examiner has any questions regarding this Response to Restriction 
Requirement, the Examiner is invited to contact one of the undersigned attorneys at (312) 
704-1890. 
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1 . A retainer assembly (112) for retaining at least one inner pole (74a) of an extensible 
and retractable pole assembly (22a) within an outer pole (72a) of the extensible and 
retractable pole assembly (22a) when the at least one inner pole (74a) is retracted within the 
outer pole (72a), said retainer assembly (112) comprising: 

a first section (132) having first and second portions (140, 138), 
a second section (134) having first and second portions (144, 142), said first portions 
(140, 144) of said first and second sections (132, 134) capable of fastening to one another 
across an open end (78a) of the outer pole (72a) to retain the at least one inner pole (74a) 
within the outer pole (72a), and 

a third section (136) positioned around the outer pole (72a) which is fastened to said 
second portions (138, 142) of said first and second sections (132, 134). 
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